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The exciting biodiversity news! 

Little owls have been using one of our specialised owl nest boxes to rear their young.  

 

Ecosulis are carrying out an ecological survey for the Town Council. This will inform 

a new management plan for roadside verges. 

 

Swifts have been seen entering and leaving their nest sites and are still here on 6th 

August but will be leaving any day on their flight back to Africa. Bon voyage! 

 

Trowbridge town council have declared an ecological emergency just a few days after 

Bradford-on-Avon town council. 

 

Avon needs trees have completed the purchase of Hazeland, near Calne. We 

congratulate them and look forward to the site being open for visits, an ideal up the 

river spot for projects to help prevent flooding. (The source of our river Avon is near 

Tetbury). 

 

Which is just what is happening on the River Otter in Devon! Beavers ‘are nature’s 

engineers and have the unrivalled ability to breathe new life into our rivers’, says 

Peter Burgess of the Devon Wildlife Trust. After a 5year study by the DWT beavers 

have a legal right to remain – the first wild beavers in England for 400 years. 

Rebecca Pow, Environment Minister said ‘the project was so important because it is 

informing how we think in the future’. Beavers provide services like flood 

management, increased biodiversity and improved water quality.  More here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-53658375 

 

Mammals are in need of our help. The Mammal Society has produced a Red List for 

Britain’s Mammals (More here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-

53585627). 1 in 4 species are threatened (at risk of extinction). To view the report go 

to the Mammal Society website and see the RED LIST for Britain and the RED LIST 

for England. Prof Fiona Mathews, chair of the Mammal Society ‘while we bemoan 

the demise of wildlife in other parts of the world, here in Britain we are managing to 

send even rodents towards extinction’. Since 2007 the number of our hedgehogs has 

been reduced by 50%.  Wiltshire Wildlife Trust is informing the public how to help 

save these animals. If you have them in your garden please encourage them to stay!  
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