
June Meeting 

 

For our June meeting we had an excellent talk on zoom from Chris Goodhall, based on his 

book, What We Need to do Now.   Roger Jones has read the book and reviewed it, below. To get 

your own copy (recommended) please support your local shop and order it from Ex Libris on 01225 

863595 

 

WHAT WE NEED TO DO NOW 

Chris Goodall 

 

This book offers a concise yet comprehensive plan of what needs to be done to 

achieve a zero emission world by 2050. 

 

The author accepts that the UK is doing quite well with renewable energy, namely 

wind and solar, but that we need a massive increase in capacity to some twenty 

times the current level. The idea is that the electricity so generated can be utilised 

via electrolysis to split water atoms and produce hydrogen which can then be stored 

and used as a fuel. This could be employed directly in hydrogen powered transport 

or as a means of storing energy during times of over production. 

 

This technology is being successfully developed in Orkney and other parts of the 

world; Chris Goodall sees it as the main route for us in achieving zero carbon 

emissions. He also supports taking back local control of energy generation and 

distribution. 

 

He subsequently deals with a range of climate change issues such as effective 

insulation in houses with gas boilers converted to run on hydrogen; electric 

transport including shipping run on hydrogen (aviation is admitted to be the hardest 

nut to crack); sustainable fashion; the problem of concrete and steel manufacture 

which are high energy users; a more plant-based diet and the development of 

vertical indoor horticulture; reforesting Britain and the benefits of a more wood-

based economy; carbon taxation of which the author is a keen advocate but always 

bearing in mind that it should act as a mechanism to tackle inequality; direct air 

capture of CO2 and the question of geo-engineering on which he has an open mind. 

 

His final chapter is headed ‘What we can do ourselves’ where we are challenged to 

consume less stuff, buy clothes that last, eat less meat and avoid flying. These are 

amongst many other, often familiar, suggestions. 
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What I liked about this book is that it is far from being a polemic – it is thoughtful, 

thoroughly researched but non-technical and offers practical solutions on every 

possible aspect of tackling climate change. It is not an attack on capitalism but the 

author, an economist, frequently refers to the beneficial impact of government 

intervention. He quotes the pre-war Roosevelt New Deal as an example of good 

practice and suggests that we need a Green New Deal along similar lines. 

 

The author does not mention the world’s ever expanding population and there is 

only passing reference to biodiversity. Perhaps it is assumed that his many practical 

suggestions will benefit all life on earth, not just humanity. 

 

In short, an excellent read and a sound plan of action. The author demonstrates 

what is possible so What we need to do now is a hopeful book. All we need now is 

the political will. 

 

Roger Jones 

 

 


