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Congratulations to the Town Council for the passing a Biodiversity resolution on Re-

wilding and weed kill process on 2nd June at a full Council Meeting. (See agenda for 

the meeting on the TC website item 14). The proposal came from Cllrs Newton and 

Kay. The management programme will be initiated once a 3rd party survey and expert 

analysis of the biodiversity in the town has been undertaken.  

This has come after an initial enquiry to the council by members of the Biodiversity 

group in early 2019, after realising that roadside verge management was due for an 

update in Wiltshire. (Since then BoA TC have agreed to take over the management of 

the verges in Bradford-on-Avon from Wiltshire Council). This transfer takes place 

this summer.  

 

Working with Plantlife and not mowing my lawn in May I discovered that based on 

the number of flowers and size of my lawn, that my lawn can support 57 honey bees. 

Just imagine what the whole of Bradford-on-Avon can support! 

7.5 million acres of meadow and flower rich grassland has been lost since the 1930s.  

Butterfly Conservation is asking you to send in your butterfly records. Go to their 

website to find out when to take part in a Butterfly count.  

 

Elsewhere – beavers are being reintroduced to Norfolk due to pioneering work of 

Wild Ken Hill (see Rewilding 21st May 2020) 

After 600 years of not nesting in Britain the Knepp Estate is hosting the return of the  

 White Stork, whose chicks hatched in 2020. It is also a haven for the Purple Emperor 

butterfly  

 

To help support Hen Harriers and curlews Langholm Moor (Scotland) can be 

potentially saved for these species if the Langholm Community Buyout group are 

successful. This is a 10,500 acre moor. Go to ‘Help take Langholm Moor under 

community ownership’ if you are keen to support this crowd funding initiative. 

Gamekeepers can manage grouse moor to include hen harriers, but unfortunately 

some do it by shooting these birds even although it is illegal much to the dismay of 

those who don’t. 

 

Wildlife Trusts are asking people to commit to 30 days carrying out simple, fun, and 

exciting Random acts of Wildness this month. They will send out different types of 

packs to different people (Care homes, schools or groups, families and businesses. 

Contact: wildlifetrusts.co.uk    

 

Experts from Exeter University are running a Future Learn course entitled 

‘Sustainable Food systems for the 21st Century’. This is a world wide approach and 

given that organic farming methods favour biodiversity I was heartened to read that 

scientists using computer modelling to explore the different global production 

scenarios concluded that organic farming could meet the world’s future food needs on 

the land available so long as there was a substantial reduction in meat consumption. 

Food waste worldwide: nearly 33% of all food produced for humans is wasted or lost. 

 

Would you like to see Natural History as a GCSE subject? To find out more go to 

https://twitter.com/MarkAvery/status/1266251694305734658?s=19 
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