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Notes of 28/11/2019 Hustings on the Climate, 7.30pm, St Margaret’s Hall, Bradford on Avon 

 

 
 

Prospective Parliamentary Candidates: 
 

Martha Anachury [MA] Labour 

Helen Belcher [HB] Liberal Democrat 

Michelle Donelan [MD] Conservative 
 

*The notes taken by our note-takers do not claim to cover everything that was said in response to 
questions.  Please also note that this is not a verbatim record, and should not be quoted as such 

 

1. Chris Knight: Given that the Committee on Climate Change stated in its latest report that the UK is falling 

considerably behind in both meeting emission reduction targets and planning for the necessary adaptation 

to climate change, what would be the priorities of the respective candidates to address these failings and 

attempt to get us back on track to meeting these goals? 

(no notes) 
 

2. Amelia and Daisy (14 and 10): What do you think our first step should be in tackling Climate Change? 

(no notes) 
 

3. Graham Ellis: Transport is now the biggest contributing sector to CO2 emissions with just a 2% fall in 

recent times.  And a typical journey by private car generates 3 times the CO2 as the same journey by public 

transport.  So we are encouraged to use public transport but services are being reduced.  Melksham lost 

six buses a day to Bath earlier this month.  It loses trains in the middle of the day next month and that 

leaves service gaps of 2.5 hours.  Bus fares went up in November.  Rail fares go up in January.  A lot of 

money has been spent on the railway – bringing more and faster trains to London from Chippenham and 

Westbury but at the same time degrading journeys within the Western Gateway area region. 

“How will you and your party help to improve sustainable daily local public transport for the future in the 

Chippenham constituency, and for the region?” 
 

MD: I had several meetings at the back of the year to protect pensioners’ passes on public transport.  Your 

organisation has done a lot to raise the profile of this issue.  We focus on buses in the manifesto.  I agree 

rail fares are damaging and our manifesto promises a review of rail fares.  We are not getting value for 

money and should be investing in public transport.  There is a gap between Chippenham and Swindon.  

The railways are having more investment than in Victorian times. 
 

MA: Labour would nationalise the railways.  In 2015 MD said Corsham rail link would be re-opened.  I do 

not want to spend all my life in the car.  There are only 2 buses to Broughton Gifford, 9 o’clock and 6 
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o’clock.  The Government needs to integrate transport, have bicycles to rent, more buses.  Labour would 

get you out of the car. 
 

HB: We need to decarbonise fuel particularly in the aviation industry.  80% of our CO2 emissions come 

from fuel supply.  Public transport needs to be integrated for it to be viable for people.  We need night time 

buses.  60 million trees need to be planted (by 2025). 
 

4. Megan and Molly (11 and 10): Why are buses reducing in number and fares going up forcing people into 

cars with 1 person? 
 

HB: Buses have subsidies but they are still run for profit.  They should be run as a public service.  There is 

a lack of integration between buses and trains, for example for Broughton Gifford.  Maybe the traditional 

bus is not the answer. What about smaller minibuses and letting people book minibuses.  I was brought up 

in Berkshire and as a child we had a bus every half an hour on weekdays and every hour on a Sunday.  

More walking and cycling would bring large benefits, we need new options for walkers and cyclists and 

more school buses.  Funding is the big issue.  We should subsidise employees working at home. 
 

5. Beth (1st Holt Guides): What would you do to reduce car usage in BoA?  Rural bus services are 

infrequent and expensive.  What do you intend to do? 
 

MA: Air quality in BoA is not good.  Coming through BoA to Trowbridge has shown me how difficult it is.  

When my children started school in 2017 buses had been stopped.  We should be able to rent bicycles. We 

need to facilitate cycling. 
 

MD: Our goal is to make transport electric.  A conservative government would invest in research and 

development options.   In BoA we are all familiar with the problem.  Its problems are the worst in Wiltshire.  

I have tried to tackle the bypass but it is not possible.  A one-way system is a possible option.  I agree it is 

dangerous for pedestrians in BoA. 
 

HB: The Government plans to cut the subsidy for electric cars.  We want to decarbonise our fuel.  You can’t 

ban cars, but we could ban polluting cars and more quickly eg 2045.  I agree BoA is worst for pollution.  

Perhaps further options could be looked at.  If we can there should be better transport around the town.  I 

am concerned at the proposed Bath Clean Air Zone, where will all the polluting lorries go? 
 

6. Breeshey Williams (Westwood with Iford Primary School):  Would you try and make electric cars cheaper 

if you were an MP? 
 

7. Lila, age 10, (3rd BoA Guides): Will you ban cars? 
 

MD: I wouldn't support the ban on cars.  The answer is electric cars but they are currently so expensive. 

The government is interested in undertaking a lot of research and development to make electric cars 

cheaper. The issue is also about buses and reducing pollution. There was bad news recently when Dyson 

tried and failed to develop an electric vehicle. We are all familiar with the traffic and congestion in Bradford 

on Avon due to the way the Town was built.  I have been working with the Bradford on Avon Town Council 

and Wiltshire Council and solutions have been modelled, including a potential one-way system and the 

widening of pavements, which in some places are dangerous. These are some of the things I would 

continue to work on. 
 

HB: The current government plans to scrap the £3,500 subsidy for electric cars. The Liberal Democrats 

would not scrap this scheme. We need to decarbonise and quickly and electric cars and an integrated 

transport system are needed so I would not ban cars but I would restrict polluting cars fairly quickly. The 

pollution in Bradford-on-Avon is the worst in Wiltshire. I have spoken to Liberal Democrat councillors and 

understand solutions are being modelled. In addition looking at public transport might alleviate the problem.  

I am concerned that the Bath Clean Air Zone might increase traffic through Bradford on Avon so I want the 

junction with the A36 taken out of that Clean Air Zone. 
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MA: My family was looking into to buying an electric car but having discovered how poor the infrastructure 

is, we decided not to go ahead. it is hard to find a petrol station between Melksham and Salisbury and so 

finding an electric charging point is like finding gold dust. Last time I spoke to a taxi driver he reported how 

another driver he knew you had bought an electric car but had to give it up 6 months later because of the 

lack of charging points.  Electric vehicles must be made affordable through subsidy and there must be 

sufficient charging points. 
 

8. Myla Watts: Many farmers, particularly those on smaller farms, rely on government subsidies.  Instead of 

subsidising farmers for climate and biodiversity damaging practices, would your party consider changing 

policies so that things such as organic agriculture, non-intensive farming, tree-planting and re-wilding 

projects were subsidised instead? 
 

9. Liz Stephens: The fabric of our biodiversity is to be found in a healthy soil. What steps would you and 

your party take to encourage farmers and gardeners to develop this ecosystem with maximum benefit to 

wildlife? 
 

MD: (some responses) We are doing it.   After Brexit, public money will go towards public good.  There will 

no longer be CAP subsidies. Once out of the EU there will be more money to spend on wildlife.  Size of 

land will no longer be important: farmers can be rewarded.  They (farmers) have been resistant to making 

improvements because of the over-bureaucratic policies of the EU.  Once out of the EU we will be able to 

do more.  This is in the manifesto. 
 

HB: (some responses) Needs to be a national food strategy, a rebalancing of food system, to avoid it being 

dominated by large farms and estates.  Should be an education programme as well as checks on food 

sourcing. 
 

MA: (some responses) Labour manifesto covers points in the question.  Must look after small producers, 

local markets etc.  Children need to be educated about where food comes from.  Local agricultural college 

– students taught how to grow fruit, make it into produce and sell it: food from farm to table.  Need to look 

after land and environment, cherish it for future generations. 
 

10. Jane Laurie: Our homes are responsible for just under a third of carbon emissions. If elected, what 

would you do to retrofit existing homes and ensure that new homes are carbon neutral? 
 

HB: Heating our homes and energy loss is a real problem. We would quickly introduce a programme to 

insulate homes, beginning with low income families but this would also be good for the Economy. We would 

undertake a project to insulate 26 million homes in the next  ?  years. Solar panels as standard would be 

part of an initiative for zero carbon new homes. There has been a lack of investment in what had been a 

burgeoning solar industry; an industry which recent governments have virtually killed off. 
 

11. Richard Craft: We are now clear that burning fossil fuels is a significant factor in creating climate 

change and exacerbating air pollution.  In the light of this, what are your party's plans for:  

a) accelerating the move to renewable energy, with particular reference to onshore wind power, and  

b)  halting all oil and gas exploration? 

Please tell us the actions you propose taking, not your aspirations 
 

MD: It is not just about homes but also about hospitals, schools and [other] public buildings. Our manifesto 

says that we will be investing £9.2m. We are not going to ensure every home built is carbon neutral, but we 

will be introducing regulation. It must be remembered that there is a housing crisis. I'm a person who will 

always do due diligence over policies so on this issue we will be making sure we build as many homes as 

possible, as soon as possible. As part of this, we will try to make kit homes more popular with the British 

public (at present they seem to prefer bricks and mortar) as using kit homes would speed up house 

building. 
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We are on target to cease, by 2025, using coal to produce electricity adding that, as a government “we 

found it easier to install offshore wind”, but I am not saying onshore should be stopped.  Richard 

emphasised that it was not an issue of ‘either/or’. 

MD resumed; I refute Helen’s claim that the solar industry is dead; one only needs to go to Broughton 

Gifford to see that it is not dead. We would also like to see more tidal power. We do need to invest in all 

forms of renewable energy - it is just that offshore was the most efficient...  

At this, the audience erupted, protesting, and Jane Laurie interposed that onshore wind is the cheapest 

form of renewable energy, and that, in opinion polls, it is popular. Jane pointed out that Ecotricity couldn’t 

get permission to install onshore wind-power; that the government had excluded onshore wind from 

‘Contracts for Difference’ and had created planning barriers to onshore wind. 

MD: “I didn’t say rule it out” - it is important in the mix but it is also important to take people and 

communities with you. 
 

MA: The Labour manifesto is very comprehensive on energy policies and does not exclude any one type of 

renewable energy. The countryside in Wiltshire looks idyllic but there is no alternative for heating there, to 

oil, which is very expensive. Many people stay indoors wearing their coat and hat; our home in Broughton 

Gifford is very cold as we try not to put the heating on. In between jobs as a teaching assistant, I undertook 

market research and found that the homes of those we visited were so hot that the occupants would 

sometimes be wearing shorts. We have to learn that we cannot go around with temperatures in our homes 

at around 21 degrees centigrade. No-one else is going to look after the Planet and Climate Change is here 

to stay. By the time we create windfarms and insulate houses, it will take a few years but…. 
 

HB: Offshore windfarms are very useful but they have a long lead time. A lot of the offshore windfarms for 

which the current government are claiming credit, happened under Ed Davies (as Minister for Climate 

Change in the coalition government).  This government’s announcement of an embargo on fracking is not a 

permanent ban as Andrea Leadsom stated that it is ‘until the science changes’. Michelle talks about not 

foisting wind farms on communities but fracking was foisted on communities. 
 

MD: There has been an independent review on fracking and the process has been ceased. 

HB: Your government overturned the local, Lancashire views on fracking.  
 

Supplementary: Is the Panel aware that it is the government that sets the National Planning and Policy 

Framework and it is a Conservative Council, in Wiltshire, that tried to ban onshore wind? 
 

Supplementary: Breeshey Williams (Westwood with Iford Primary School): whilst Education Secretary, 

Michael Gove said he wanted solar on the roofs of all schools. We’ve had trouble in Freshford, and got no 

government help, in efforts to install solar panels on our School. I see no hope, with the academy structure, 

of achieving the installation (the questioner explained briefly the complexities that led the project to stall). 
 

MA: Schools are now fragmented whereas they used all to be under the Local Authority. Whether it be 

single, or wider academy management, I’ve seen evidence of reducing staff to pay the inflated salary of a 

chief executive. Shaw School is now part of the (Wilts and beyond) White Horse Federation. Its food and 

premises management have been taken over by Sodexo. There has been cut after cut as Education is 

more or less privatised. The only way to avoid this continuing is by having a Labour government. 
 

HB: It is a question of balancing long-term against short-term costs and it is a shame Freshford cannot 

continue with getting solar panels on their School roof; it seems there is a massive disincentive under 

current arrangements.  
 

MD: I‘m a big advocate of solar panels on public buildings including schools and it should be easier. I will 

continue to press for it to be so. I’ve been an Education Minister for a few months and we should… my 

government has started to distribute £14 billion spread over 3 years, which increases per pupil funding from 

£… to £… .  I am happy to speak afterwards to the questioner as I know we should confine our 

deliberations to Climate Change.  
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12. Mel Moden: the climate crisis will disproportionately affect those on low income;  what tax policies or 

incentive schemes will you put in place to mitigate this, and ensure no one in the UK suffers fuel or food 

poverty as a result? 
 

13. Hazel Jones: The UK's Climate Finance is a lifeline for vulnerable communities in poorer countries who 

are facing the full force of the impacts of a climate crisis they did little to cause. Yet currently the UK's 

Climate Finance comes entirely from the Aid budget which forces developing countries to choose between 

building schools and hospitals and responding to the Climate Crisis. Will you support finding alternative 

sources of finance? 
 

HB: The Lib Dems would build 300,000 new homes, of which 100,000 would be social housing and zero 

carbon. If we don’t build to that standard, there’s a bigger problem later; we must think for the long term, not 

the short term. Regarding the international situation, we’d maintain 0.7% (of budget) going into overseas 

aid but put more of it into climate-friendly solutions. The issue tends to be with those countries not receiving 

international aid at all. 
 

Supplementary: I wanted not just more of same but (and here her suggested scheme was summarised) a 

carbon tax paid back as a dividend. Can you persuade me that any of your leaders have the strength to put 

a tax on big business. It is rubbish to say that they’ll leave or put prices up. 

HB: You’ve clearly not met Jo Swinson or Ed Davey, who are very robust. 
 

MD: We’d put … tax on plastics, ban the export of waste to non-OECD countries  and would continue to do 

more….  
 

MA: Jeremy Corbyn is more than happy to tax the big companies. 
 

Supplementary: How will you get energy bills down for those in fuel poverty? 
 

HB: Some of it is down to regulation of the market, so we would give OFGEM more teeth and by ensuring 

that the caps on energy prices were realistic. I recently met the CE of Good Energy who reports that the 

energy supply companies are deliberately keeping the system as it is, which comes back to regulation. 
 

MD: I used to sit on the board that oversaw the roll-out of smart meters and we’ve introduced the price cap 

and made it much easier to switch provider, so it’s a question of giving people the know-how, especially 

vulnerable consumers. As an MP I’ve supported many constituents in changing provider and we’ve 

supported U-Switch and we want to focus on this in the next government. 
 

MA: While the market is concentrated in the hands of a few big suppliers, there will always be problems. 

Placing the supply in public ownership is your answer. 
 

14. Rowena Quantrill for Klaus Huber: What measures does your party intend to take to discourage 

frequent air travel, and does your party support the expansion of Heathrow and Bristol airports? 
 

MA:  Aviation is essential but we need to offset aircraft emissions.    

We need more local airports and the expansion of Bristol and Heathrow airports. 
 

HB: We need a frequent flyer levy on those making three or more flights a year as a discouragement. 

No expansion at Bristol and Heathrow. 
 

MD:  Agreed with MA that one cannot turn back the clock. Taxes on aviation would damage the economy.  
 

The Chair of the Hustings raised the question of those who, like him, had a daughter living in Europe.   

Statement from the audience that you can fly to Berlin for £9.99 whereas the train costs £200. What would 

your party do to address this profiteering?   This was taken by the chair as an observation.  MD started 

saying that constituents will want to visit family abroad. 
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A member of the audience stated that they felt real despair at the lack of seriousness with which Climate 

Change was being treated by the incumbent MP.  Parliament and the MPs were not taking Climate Change 

seriously and don’t get it.  Emitters have been paying carbon tax but if the price was raised to £60 or £80, 

we’d start to see change by making low-carbon energy cheaper. 
 

At this point a man to the left of the Panel said that the situation was not quite as dire/urgent as some 

conveyed.  
 

Another member of the audience interposed, saying that carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has risen to two 

and a half parts per million so the previous speaker was wrong to say that the situation was overstated. It is 

absolutely essential to act urgently. 
 

15. Breeshey Williams (Westwood with Iford Primary School Eco Council):  If you get voted in, would you 

work with other parties? 
 

HB: Our parliamentary system is essentially confrontational which does not encourage cooperation. But, 

yes, there is work across party lines which should be supported. 
 

MA: No problem in working in a cross-party team for the greater good. 
 

MD: Has been working on an education sub-committee with members of other parties, work which is vital to 

get things done for the country at large. 
 

Further comments from the floor: 
 

“We need to pay more attention to energy demand; there are lots of examples of wasted energy. We must 

change the way we live”. 

“We can’t carry on as we have been and must now embrace the less easy options. Let’s invest in cars but 

that leads to more roads which has a bad impact”. 
 

Alex Kay: The Town Council has a limited remit but we appeal to government to introduce Planning Law to 

put up better houses. There are large estates that are the cultural slums of the future. We want to plant 

more trees but our impact will be limited. We are expecting leadership from the top. 
 

Summing up 

Jane Laurie: This is not just the most important election of our generation. Its consequences for the climate 

will echo down generations to come.  

As David Attenborough said on the BBC recently:  

“The scientific evidence is that if we have not taken dramatic action within the next decade, we could face 

irreversible damage to the natural world and the collapse of our societies. We are running out of time, but 

there is still hope.” 

We cannot afford further dither, delay and distant targets. We’re not on track to meet even the 2050 carbon 

neutral target. There’s been some progress, such as the decline of coal and the rise of offshore wind. But 

all too often we’ve gone backwards, with the scrapping of the zero carbon homes target, and the virtual 

banning of onshore wind, for example. We cannot pick and choose. We need every tool in the box.  

We have a chance to show world leadership at the World Climate Summit in Glasgow in a year’s time. But 

that depends on setting an example of wide-scale practical measures to cut emissions in the UK, 

implemented over the next 12 months. 

We call on whoever is elected to put a viable low carbon future above party politics and career, and to work 

with all parties to deliver rapid and practical action.  

You have seen the breadth of concern and the strength of feeling here tonight. Please – don’t fail us! 

  


