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Do you know someone with an MSc degree in Environmental Science? Is that person 

curious about soil biology and how it can help climate change? The University of 

Reading and the Royal Horticultural Society are offering a fully funded PhD 

studentship. To find out more go to www.aphd.com and search for ‘climate positive 

soils’. The deadline is 24th January 2020.  

After the continuing devastation of the environment in Australia we need to look for 

good news. People can still make a difference, go to the State of Nature Report 2019 

and find innovative ways people have made a difference. Nbn.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/09/state-of-nature-2019-full-report.pdf. It also highlights a lot 

that needs to be done. 

Professor Alison Smith, Head of Plant Sciences at Cambridge University states that 

one day pond scum could be used as a protein substitute. George Monbiot reports on 

laboratory work being done using soil material to produce a food that will make a 

pancake (Guardian 08/01/20). So there is hope that there will be food for all in a 

world where famine is to be found. 

Wildlife success stories are to be found across the world: 

• Greater sundew has been reintroduced to the Manchester Mosses 

• Humpback whales have made a comeback in the South Atlantic 

• Evidence that some corals which appear dead may improve IF conditions 

improve (University of Barcelona) 

• Northern White Rhino embryos have been created and if they can develop to 

young will avoid extinction of this species.  

• Schools in the Bradford-on-Avon area have projects to help our wildlife and 

to encourage young people to be more aware of their surroundings. 

 

Sad news in Britain is that in west London rivers are being polluted by the run off 

from roads, from spillages and material from the wearing of tyres and brakes. 

 

Volunteers needed: to help register veteran trees in Bradford-on-Avon and the 

surrounding villages. 

RSPB Big Garden Watch 25-27th January. You are asked to record birds for 1 hour 

and send your findings to the RSPB. Gardeners are doing a lot to help our wildlife. A 

new tip I pick up was to put down some wood on your lawn to help ground feeders. 

During frosty/snowy conditions it can be removed to allow those birds access to the 

ground. 

Liz Stephens 

http://www.aphd.com/

