
Woodland and Hedgerows walk to Hartley Farm 5 October 

The mist was still lingering in the distance when our group of 13 stopped at St Mary Tory to look at 

the panorama which includes so many trees. Storage of carbon is high in trees, and a large amount 

is also stored in the soil. In the uncultivated ground of woodlands the trees’ mycorrhizal fungi 

develop naturally over long periods of time. It is now being found that these mycorrhizal fungi hold 

a lot of carbon, and that in some ecosystems they are the main pathway by which living carbon 

enters the soil carbon pool. 

We could see Great Bradford, Widbrook and Grip woods, the latter then leads to the ancient 

woodland of Becky Addy wood. Liz Stephens handed round id sheets for indicator species so we 

would know what to look out for when walking through.  

It is good to know that this year’s motorbike scrambling did not take place in Becky Addy, the wood 

has stayed undisturbed. 

At St Mary Tory we were on the edge of the Jurassic limestone cliff and Roger Jones told us about 

the geology of the area, and how the river Avon took an abrupt westward turn to come through 

Bradford on Avon and the narrow steep-sided valley to Bath. 

 

On the walk to the farm there were House 

Martins feeding over the fields. We stopped to 

look at hedgerows next. 

 Liz handed out id sheets and we walked and 

looked when in the lane from the Rugby Club 

along to Hartley Farm.  

A rich variety is present here, we saw many 

different fruits flowers and leaves and tried our 

hand at identifying species new to us.  

Read about the farm tour in SFADG’s October 

update.   

Those of us who walked back stopped at Great 

Ashley to look at a swift box and to hear how 

many have been put up in the Ashley area. We 

finally arrived in Bearfield recreation ground to 

look at Cfb’s planting of fruit trees and wild 

flowers, and to try the russet apples.  

 

 


